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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Descending, on Bill Johnson's Mt Olympus
trip. Photo: Emma Rogers
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $20 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear  assigned to  you is  your  responsibility;
please take care of it. Please put tents inside
your pack.  Tents attached to  the outside of
your  pack  can  be  easily  punctured  when
bush bashing or even lost. This may result in
serious  damage  to  your  bank  account!
Please air and dry tents after taking them on
a trip even if  they are not used, and report
any damage to the gear custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Wednesday 26 September Club Night

Newsletter folding evening: Newsletter folding evening and Lightning talk. Come along
and pick up your  newsletter and save the club postage!  Please let  me know by the
weekend before newsletter folding if  you would like to do a short  talk in an informal
situation.. The topic will be advised by e-mail to CTC members. Otherwise it’s a general
catch-up with refreshments as per usual.

Saturday 29 September 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Philistine: via Warnocks Knob and the bluffs + if we have time we
can go along the ridge to Pt 1884.

Grade: Moderate+ 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 27 Sep

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30
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Sunday 30 September 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 25: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about  it,  plus some general  navigation & bushcraft  skills.  Bring
your  normal  day  pack  &  gear,  a  good  lunch  and  a  sense  of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. The last TORTIS
Tour for 2018 will be in October. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 27 Sep

Map:  

Approx: $20

Wednesday 3 October Club Night

Risk  Management,  trekking  and climbing in  Borneo  with  OENZ :  Tonight  Sarah
English from Outdoor Education NZ (OENZ) is talking about Risk Management in the
outdoors. Sarah recently ran a course in Borneo, and did a 5 day jungle trek and a climb
of Mt Kinabalu, the highest peak in Malaysia at 4,095m. Tonight she’ll be talking about
her trip to Borneo and incorporating the risk management and planning necessary for this
type of environment into her talk. Sarah will be bringing along her pack and having a
"hands on" evening on managing risk and keeping ourselves safe. Come along for an
enjoyable and informative talk with a rare glimpse into the wilds of Borneo. 

Saturday 6 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Curry  Track/Skyline  Ridge/Ellangowan  Reserve/Takamatua
Valley: This trip near Akaroa will start part way up Long Bay Road
from where we go up Curry Track through the Purple Peak/Curry
Reserve,  to  Browntop  Saddle  (610m).  From  there,  follow  the
Skyline  Ridge  over  Point  670m  -  Coppertop  and  Point  630m,
Tussock Knoll to the Cabstand. From Hickory Bay Road, we go
through  the  Ellangowan  Reserve,  then  a  short  walk  along  the
Summit Road and down to the Takamatua Valley via an old stock
route; (Old Le Bons Track). Around 600m accumulated height gain
and a car shuffle is required.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 4 Oct

Map: BY25 

Approx: $20

Saturday 6 October Depart 07:00 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mt Hutt : This trip will go on either Sat or Sun depending on which
day forecasts the best weather and leave at 7am. About 1700m
height gain. Ice axe, crampons, helmet and snow skills required.

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 4 Oct

Map: BX20 

Approx: $35
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Weekend 6-7 October 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Photography Skills Tramp @Tekapo & Mt Cook: Do you enjoy
trying  to  capture  the  perfect  photo  and  mixing  with  those  who
share the same photographic passion? Well this is your chance to
spend  the  weekend  with  other  camera-hungry  enthusiasts  and
learn how to perfect your craft even more. We will head down on
Fri night and stay at Lake Tekapo to take advantage of the night
time  and  morning  photo  opportunities.  On  Sat  we  will  stay  at
Unwin Hut next to the Mt Cook Village. Over the weekend we will
decide on good scenic tramps to go on that will  enable you to
share various photographic tips you know, while at the same time
learn  valuable  skills  from  others.  These  tramps  may  include
climbing Mt John in Tekapo, and the Hooker Valley Track at Mt
Cook. This trip is limited to approx 12 people. 

Grade: Easy/Mod 
(Requires 
Snow Skills)

Closes: 27 Sep

Map: BY17 BX15

Approx: $50 + hut 
fee

Sunday 7 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Hawdon Hut: We will start from the Hawdon shelter and head up
river, crossing several times on the way. We pick up the track and
then walk up through to the hut. The Hawdon hut is one of the
best in the area, quite suitable for a weekend trip too. We will have
lunch there and then a gentle stroll back to the cars. Afterwards
we head back to a cafe for refreshments and socialising. Not a
hard trip but you will get wet feet.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 4 Oct

Map: BV21 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 10 October Club Night

Sampling M&M’s in Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park :  The Minarets and Malte Brun:
Tonight NZAC and CTC member Lorraine Johns is giving a mountaineering talk on her
recent ascents of the Minarets and Malte Brun in Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park. Both
climbs  were  completed  in  three  day  weekends  on  foot  at  the  end  of  last  year  (the
Minarets over show weekend, and Malte Brun just before Christmas). Come along and
find out what it’s like to climb these peaks, what it’s like to climb them with someone who
insists on carrying corn chips to each high camp, and chocolate to the summit, or if you’d
simply like someone to commiserate with on the woes of negotiating the Tasman Glacier!
(Which range from unstable moraine walls, to unbearable heat, to rock fall, to frozen poo,
to the maze of crevasses along the upper white ice..).  Come along for an enjoyable
evening of alpine adventure from the comfort of our seats! Refreshments and chat time
as usual.
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Saturday 13 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogsback: From the access road just west of Castle Hill Village,
Hogsback  Track  follows  the  Long  Spur  ridgeline,  then  through
beech forest, Crossing Long Creek and Waterfall Creek. We then
go off track up to Hogsback (1032m), traverse the ridge before
dropping down and crossing Hogsback Creek, up to Long Spur
and re-join the track back to the cars. A mix of on and off track
tramping. Round trip around 14kms and 400m height gain.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 11 Oct

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20

Saturday 13 October 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Pyramid:  Park  at  the  Hawdon Shelter,  cross  the  Hawdon and
climb Pyramid via the SE spur. If conditions are good, return via
Sudden Valley. Ice axe necessary. Depart Caltex 08:00.

Grade: Moderate+ 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 11 Oct

Map: BV21 

Approx: $30

Weekend 13-14 October Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Paske  Saddle  and  Paske  Hut:  Leave  from  the  "Z"  garage
Papanui 7 pm Friday heading to Fowler Hut. We will head off to
Lake Tennyson & leave the cars & proceed up to the head of the
Clarence River. We will look at options on the return trip.

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 4 Oct

Map: BS24 BT24 

Approx: $40 + hut 
fee

Sunday 14 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Hallelujah Flat: We start off at the Andrews shelter car park and
head up into the bush, theres a "stiffish" climb to begin with and
then the track levels off  and we can relax and enjoy ourselves
along the way. A nice peaceful walk through the bush observing
the bird life and after about 2.5 hours we will reach Hallelujah flat
for our lunch. After a relaxing time there we can return the same
way to the cars. After that we can return to local cafe for coffee
and chat. 

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 11 Oct

Map: BV21 

Approx: $20
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Wednesday 17 October Club Night

Hiking in Japan:  Tonight Stefan Fairweather is talking about his recent trips to Japan.
Stefan has just spent 2 weeks hiking in the beautiful Japanese countryside, completing
the 80km Shinetsu Trail in the mountains of Nagano, and one of the UNESCO World
Heritage Kumana Kodo ancient pilgrimage trails in Nara Prefecture, the Omineokugake
trail. This latter trail is a demanding 6-day, 80km hike via a high ridge system over the
high point of Mt Yoshino. He’ll also speak to his upcoming trips next year as a hiking tour
guide for FMC where he’ll guide two, 2-week tours filled with day hikes and sightseeing
opportunities  through Northern  Japan,  the  mountains  of  Nagano  and  the  temples  of
Kyoto. Either one of these tours would be a great introduction for those wishing to see
the sublime outdoors that Japan has to offer. They complement each other so people can
stay on for both tours - more information on the night! 

Long Weekend 19-22 October 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Centennial Hut (Franz Josef Glacier) :  Labour weekend above
Franz Josef Glacier. Travel to Franz Fri evening, helicopter up to
Centennial Hut on Sat morning. Organise trips from there or just
hang out and enjoy the view. Grade will range from easy (hang out
at  the  hut,  glacier  walking)  to  hard  (climb  one  of  the  2600m+
peaks  nearby).  Will  include  beginners  snow  skills  and  glacier
travel  courses.  The  $380  amount  covers  return  trip  on  the
helicopter,  two  nights  in  the  Hut  and  petrol  costs  for  vehicles.
There is a tenting option which will reduce this amount slightly. We
will be back in ChCh around 530-6pm Monday. 

Grade:

Easy/mod/h
ard - Snow 
skills 
required

Closes: 11 Oct

Map: BX16 

Approx: $380

Weekend 20-21 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Boundary Creek Hut: A great introductory weekend trip. Situated
in the Hakatere conservation area, A pleasant 4 hour walk in to the
hut, no particular height gain along the way. Bring your tent if you
have one. Its a basic hut which sleeps 8 people so a tent is a good
backup. Lots of big sky country to view and take lots of photos.
This will be a great way to spend Labour weekend. We will return
the same way to the cars and then head back home for a relaxing
Labour Day Monday.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 11 Oct

Map: BX19 

Approx: $25
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Sunday 21 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Ashburton Lakes: This trip takes in three lakes in the Hakatere
Conservation Park and starts part way along the Hakatere-Potts
Road.  Follow  a  4WD  track  and  a  short  access  track  to  Lake
Roundabout from where there are lovely views of the surrounding
mountains. Rejoining the 4WD track, skirt around the shoreline of
Lake Emma and look forward to lunch at the historic Lake Emma
Hut (built between the 1860’s and 1890). Continuing around Lake
Emma, along the base of Mt Harper, follow the track through to
Lake  Camp,  popular  for  fishing  and  water  skiing.  The  trip  will
require a car shuffle.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 18 Oct

Map: BX18 BX19

Approx: $25

Wednesday 24 October Club Night

Get Knotted! Ropes, Rope skills and Lottsa Knots Training Talk: If you want to tackle
harder climbs and cross glaciers safely, you need some basic rope skills and to be able
to tie the right knot.  Our Knot  Knight  Adrian Busby will  demonstrate some nifty  knot
techniques and roping up requirements as an introduction to the trickier stuff.  NB no
granny’s allowed tonight! Bring a rope if you have one, and come prepared to participate
in  some  interactive  learning".  Refreshments  and  chat  time  as  usual.  Gear  for  Sale
Tonight: Club member Dave Henson has 2 packs and 2 sleeping bags for sale, all $75
each ono. A 55 litre Macpac Pursuit, 70 litre Macpac Ravine, and two Fairydown Everest
down sleeping bags - the model that Sir Ed used on his Everest climb. All items are in fair
to good condition. He will be bringing them along tonight. Dave’s phone number is 03
9423954.

Sunday 28 October 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 26: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about  it,  plus some general  navigation & bushcraft  skills.  Bring
your  normal  day  pack  &  gear,  a  good  lunch  and  a  sense  of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. NB this will be the
last TORTIS Tour for 2018.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 25 Oct

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Wednesday 31 October Club Night

Newsletter Folding and Lightning talk: Larapinta Trail and Red Centre: Come along
and pick up your newsletter and save the club postage! Then get treated to the superb
wilderness  of  Central  Australia:  Last  June  8  keen  trampers  Jonathan  Carr,  Steve
Bruerton, Smithy and Toni, Lynette and Jeff, Lee Li and Sue Bucknell met up across the
ditch and spent 2 weeks exploring the Red Centre. They spent 9 fabulous days walking
the Larapinta Trail in the West MacDonnell Ranges, then on to Uluru and King’s Canyon.
This is outback Australia at its best! Refreshments and chat time as usual. 

Saturday 3 November 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Te Oka Reserve/Tumbledown Bay: This trip on the southern part
of Banks Peninsula starts on the corner of Gap and Bossu Roads
and follows a track down through Te Oka Reserve to Te Oka. Then
along a ridge line down to  Tumbledown Bay,  a  safe swimming
beach  and  some  interesting  rock  formations.  Great  coastal
scenery. The return trip will follow the same ridge line – part of Te
Oka Reserve, back up to Bossu Road.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 1 Nov

Map: BY24 

Approx: $15

Weekend 3-4 November 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Alexander:  Stay in  the club hut  in  Arthur’s  Pass on Friday
night. On Saturday morning drive to Camp Creek River off Lake
Brunner Road and begin the tramp along the Camp Creek Route
to the summit of Mt Alexander, from 180m to 1958m. High camp in
the snow on Saturday night. Summit either Saturday afternoon or
Sunday  morning  as  time/conditions  allow.  Backup  plan:  stay
Friday and Saturday nights in Arthur’s Pass, and do daytrips from
there. 

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 25 Oct

Map: BU20 

Approx: Approx $40 
+ hut fee

Weekend 3-4 November 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Otehake Hot Pools Take 3: Hopefully it will still be cool enough to
enjoy the second best natural hot pools. About 4 hours walking, up
the Taramakau Valley and the track past Lake Kaurapataka to the
Otehake River. Then up (in) the river to the campsite by the pools.
Bring suitable pool excavation tools and river crossing shoes.

Grade: Easy Mod

Closes: 25 Oct

Map: BV21 BU21
BU20

Approx: $25

Saturday 10 November 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

The Spurs:  Park at Glenthorne Stn. Climb via Gargarus Saddle
and  descend  via  1832  and  Boundary  Stream.  Depart  Caltex
08:00.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 8 Nov

Map: BW20 

Approx: $30
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Sunday 18 November 
Departure  point:  Caltex  Russely  8am  (will
cycle from Blue Duck Cafe)

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

MTB Banks Peninsula Loop : Cycle Loop from Blue Duck Cafe,
Gebbies Pass, Diamond Harbour, Purau, Port Levy, Rod Donald
Hut, Little River, Little River Rail Trail back to Blue Duck. This is a
warm up trip for a Christchurch to Akaroa trip in early Dec. About
70km and 7-8 hours round trip. Will depart Sat or Sun depending
on best weather day. Depart Caltex Russely 8am (will cycle from
Blue Duck Cafe). 

Grade: Mountain 
Bike 
Moderate

Closes: 15 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $15

Multi day trip 9-10 December 
Departure  point:  Caltex  Russley  8am  (will
cycle from Blue Duck Cafe)

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

MTB Christchurch to Akaroa Loop :  Cycle loop via Blue Duck
Cafe, Gebbie’s Pass, Diamond Harbour, Port Levy, Pidgeon Bay,
Akaroa. Spend the night in Akaroa at hotel or campsite then retrun
via  Little  River,  Little  River  Rail  Trail  back  to  Blue  Duck  Cafe.
About 63km 7.5hrs to Akaroa and 64km 7 hours return.

Grade: Mountain 
Bike 
Moderate

Closes: 29 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $15

Wednesday 12 December Club Night

Christmas Break Up and last Social Evening for 2018:  Jingle Bells...Christmas has
rolled around again and this is the last club night for the year. The break up will be held in
the club rooms as usual  and will  involve lots of  eating, talking and merriment.  More
details closer to the time. 

Long Weekend 30 December-3 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Kelly Purdie
bristolblonde32@hotmail.com

News Years Trip: I’m keen to go on a multi-day tramp somewhere
for 4 or 5+ days. Where? Depends on who wants to go. The date
could be flexible but ideally to leave about the 30th Dec and have
New Years somewhere different. Open to suggestions on where to
go and for how long. Max of 6 participants. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 20 Dec

Map:  

Approx:
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Trip Reports

15-16 September 2018

Mt Winterslow via Woolshed Creek

CTC combined day and overnight trips.  Overnight accumulation of 29.1 km and 2080 m
total ascent.  Seven overnight participants (Chris McGimpsey, Liz Stephenson, Jonathan
Carr, Max De Lacey and Bryce Williamson) as well as two day-trippers (Bett Koch and
David Sutton). 

This trip was meant to be on Sunday, with an option to walk into the Woolshed Creek/Mt
Somers Hut on Saturday afternoon.  However the forecast caused a change of plan, with
Saturday looking near perfect while Sunday looked to be strong north-westerly gales on
the tops and potential spill-over rain. 

We left the Papanui Z station just after 8 am on Saturday morning, stopping at the Caltex
Russley to be joined by David, who had mistaken the departure venue (but had texted me
when he realised).  We arrived at the Jig Road car park at about 10:50 am in warm, sunny
and calm conditions, and were on the track just after 10 am.  An hour and 40 minutes later
we arrived at the hut, having stopped for a while on the track to talk to CTC members
Rachel and Mark, who were heading to the hut on a private trip. 

There was just one person in the hut when we arrived; then another couple arrived and
then came Rachel and Mark.  We unpacked our bags, claimed mattresses and ate lunch
before  heading  off  to  Mt  Winterslow at  12:20  pm.  We crossed  Woolshed  Creek  and
climbed up and through some rocky outcrops near 1000 m.  From there the groundcover
was a mixture of tussock and Hieracium.  Part way up the slope, between 1000 and 1100
m, we found some boulders of agate that had been smashed up by rock hounds.   Liz and I
gathered a few specimens. 

Just after 2 pm we reached the main ridge of the Winterslow Range at about 1450 m.   It
was unpleasantly hot and calm, with not a cloud in the sky, so we settled into the tussock
for a 25-minute breather and a snack, while enjoying the view across Taylors Steam to the
Mt Somers and Old Man Ranges. 

60 minutes later we had traversed nearly 3 km along the ridge, with just a bit over 300 m
height gain, to Pt 1625 m, the most peak-like of the rounded domes along the extent of the
Winterslow  Range.   At  this  point,  the  Winterslow  virgins  were  keen  to  continue  the
estimated one-hour return trip to Mt Winterslow proper.  David and Chris, having “been
there, done that”, found a comfy spot to hunker down in the sun and wait for the other five
of us to get back to them. 

Bett, who was intending to go back to Christchurch that evening with Dave, left her pack at
Pt 1625 m and took off.  All of I saw of her for the rest of the day was the speed blur as she
raced back past me on her return, with faint words of “see you later”.   Max, Liz, Jonathan
and I got to the very indistinct summit of Mt Winterslow (1700 m) at 4 pm. 

Half an hour later, almost exactly in accord with our 1-hour-return prediction, we were back
at Pt 1625 m.  Bett, David and Chris had already headed off down the southward spur
towards the saddle on Mt Somers Track between Pinnacles Hut and Woolshed Creek. 

At 5 pm we caught up with Chris who was waiting for us at a 1350-m shoulder on the
spur.  David and Bett had continued on, down a scree and tussock slope into the head of
Morgan Stream,  in  the hope that  it  would get  them to David’s  car  faster.  After  some
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debate, the rest of us decided to continue along the conventional route to the saddle on Mt
Somers Track. 

At 6 pm, we were on Pt 1218 m, a rounded lump immediately west of the saddle.  By now
the sun was very low and the clear skies and tussock enhanced the beautiful lighting that
Jonathan’s camera captured much better than mine. 

After a 10-minute break, we covered the remaining 2.7 km to the hut in just under 45
minutes, arriving in the very last of the light, a bit before 7 pm.  Over the day, we had
covered 21.6 km and ascended 1740 m, 16.5 km and 1320 m of that being our afternoon
jaunt. 

In the nearly 7 hours since we had left it, the hut had completely filled with people who
were mostly unversed in hut etiquette and who had the fire blazing with precious firewood
on what was a hot night.  Rachel told us that she had seen Bett and David pass the hut
well  before we arrived.  (David later told me they got  to the hut at  6.15 pm – 40-odd
minutes earlier than us, so I surmise that Morgan Creek is the quicker route.)  

We cooked dinner and squeezed out a space around one end of a table.  I had brought a
bladder of cheap red wine and some sultana cake made especially by my beloved wife. 
Both seems to be thoroughly enjoyed by my companions.  Jonathan pitched his Macpac
Microlight out on the lawn, while Max shifted into the woodshed.  Liz, Chris and I slept
inside the hut with the chattering children and snoring parents.  Fortunately, I was tired
enough that I didn’t really have any problems. 

We had made a decision not to rise early.  But with such a packed hut, the disturbances
started fairly early and Chris and I were up a bit before 7 am.  The outside sleepers and
Liz managed to stay in their sleeping bags for somewhat longer. 

 At  8  am,  after  a  leisurely  breakfast  and  when  most  of  the  other  hut  residents  had
departed,  Max,  Chris  and I  climbed over  the low ridge between Woolshed Creek and
Morgan Stream to have a look at the so-called “water cave” and a rock biv that Jonathan
had told us about in the gorge of Morgan Stream.  Basically, it is all a jumble of gigantic
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boulders that have fallen into a narrow stretch of the stream.  It’s visually quite impressive,
but surprising easy to navigate.  (David later told me that this was the route by which he
and Bett got out of the upper valley of Morgan Stream.) 

At 9.10 am, we were back at the hut where Jonathan and a Liz, the only people left, had
been cleaning up the mess left by the others.  We packed, did a final sweep of the floor,
turned up all of the mattresses and were on our way back to the car, taking the 4WD track
rather than the walking track, before 10 am.  It was much windier than the previous day,
but not too bad.  We covered the 4.9 km to the car park in just 1 hour and 12 minutes,
pausing to talk to some other walkers including a South Canterbury couple that Max knew. 

After Max had headed off to Timaru in his wagon, Chris, Jonathan, Liz and I drove to
Rakaia, where we stopped for lunch at the Salmon Café.  Not long after we arrived, so did
Rachel and Mark, who had returned to their car via the Bus Stop Route.  Rachel said that
she had been blown over four times on the plateau above Woolshed Creek, so the wind
that they had experienced was much more like the predicted gale. 

Back in Christchurch, the temperature was 22 C.  There was a lawn to be mowed and a
recorded rugby test match to be watched on TV.  Sadly, the latter was lost to the South
Africans, though it was an exciting game and I was in a good mood.  And there was also a
cold beer in the fridge, which helped to dull the pain. 

Thanks to my companions for the great company and to Chris and David for driving. 

8 September 2018

Mount Olympus and Hot Tub

As you can tell from the title of the trip report, we were promised a soak in a hot tub after
climbing Mount Olympus, as well as refreshments at the Mt Olympus ski lodge. I had a
quick look at the Mt Olympus website, after which I strongly suspected that if all nineteen
members of the tramping party opted for a soak it would be more like a sheep dip than a
hot tub. Nevertheless, I packed my bathers and towel just in case. Most of the gear in my
backpack is “just in case” anyway, so I figured I might as well be prepared. 

We  loaded  up  at  the  usual  departure  point,  departing  slowly  in  case  there  was  an
unexpected late arrival, but reassured that everybody had a place in a car we headed off
with one spare seat in Alan’s car. More room for the two in the back seat, but it matters
little to me as I’m always put in the front. My long legs are usually OK in the back, but I’m
not going to argue with being put in front. Strangely enough we left right on time, a most
unusual occurrence, and even more remarkable given the size of our group. The general
rule of thumb is that the larger the group, the longer it takes to get moving, and the slower
it travels. I reckon everybody was keen to get into that hot tub, so let’s get on with it. 

A couple of hours driving saw us in the lower car park getting all our gear on, and soon we
were heading up the access road to the skifield. It was probably about an hour before we
needed to put crampons on, after which we headed more or less around the west of the
ski area, and then onto the ridge just north-east of Pt 1973. By this time the team was fairly
spread out, with the greyhounds well ahead of me, reaching the summit probably a good
20  minutes  before  I  did.  There  may  have  been  sub-groups  of  faster  and  slower
greyhounds, but I was wasn’t there to see. There was a slow group of four bringing up the
rear, but I was in a class of my own that day – about 20 minutes ahead of the slow group,
and 20 behind the others. There was an opportunity to rest for a bit at the 2094m summit,
which incidentally is the highest I’ve ever tramped in New Zealand, and also my first peak
over 2000m. There were wonderful views in all directions. 
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Next on the agenda was hot tub and beer. Some of the group took the opportunity to go for
a slide down the mountain because it’s fun, and it  gets you to the refreshments more
quickly. I thought the risk to my general health and well-being was a bit great, so I chose to
walk down, along with several others. I spotted a number of rocks close to the surface on
the way down, and I was glad I wasn’t sliding into them. I still managed to trip and roll in
the powder snow, coming up with a liberal coating all over me. That stuff sticks like crazy,
and it  melts pretty quickly too, so I was frantically brushing it  off  before it  melted and
soaked me. I was mostly successful, but places where it stuck to my pack got fairly wet.
Better there than on my clothes, though. A few of the team headed for the hot pool, but
most of us just hit  the bar for a drink. I  think that by this time everybody realised that
getting all of us into the hot tub was totally unrealistic. 

After we’d relaxed for a while and finished off the financial transactions for the car pooling,
we  gradually  wandered  off  down  the  mountain  in  our  respective  carpool  groups  and
headed back to Christchurch. For the first time that I can remember, we didn’t stop at a
pub on the way home, having already had drinks on the ski field. There was no food at the
lodge, though, so by the time we got back I was quite ravenous, a situation not helped by
the fact that I’d forgotten to eat half of my lunch, as I  discovered when I  emptied my
backpack in the lounge. The weather had been excellent all day, to my untrained eye the
snow looked pretty good, and we’d had a great day. 

Trip Statistics

• Distance 9.5 km

• Total time 6:30

• Moving time 3:27

• Max elevation 2094

• Min elevation 1053

• Elevation gain 1120

The participants were Bill Johnson (Trip leader), Alan Ross, Allan McInnes, Andrew Ecker,
Barney  Stephenson,  Barry  Watson,  Bett  Koch,  Bryce  Williamson,  Emma  Rogers,  Ivo
Rongen, Jonathan Carr, Kieran Scott, Lorraine Poole, Mark Watson, Natasha Sydorenko,
Susan Pearson, Tomyu Hu, Zack Williams, and John Kerkhofs (scribe and photographer). 

  

1 September 2018

Mottram Peaks

The original intention on this weekend was a two-day ascent of Mt Alexander, using the

− 13 −

View across the Harper, Wilberforce and Rakaia Rivers. Photo: Bryce Williamson



club hut in Arthurs Pass to get an early Saturday start.  Having optimistically waited it out
till Friday, Eric decided that the unfavourable Sunday forecast meant that we should resort
to Plan B—a one-day ascent of Mottram Peaks—which should get us back to the hut
before the predicted nor’wester kicked in. 

Seven of us headed off from the Russley Caltex at a bit after 6 pm on Friday. For the first
time in my experience, we stopped at the Sheffield Pub on the way to (as opposed to back
from) the mountains – to permit those who hadn’t had tea to get some.   Then on to the hut
where we met Elizabeth and Noel,  who had departed  after  the rest  of  us,  but  hadn’t
stopped at a pub. 

We rose at 5 am on Saturday and were out of the hut by 6 am.  Being already in our full
tramping gear, there was no messing around at Klondyke Corner and by 6.20 am we were
on our way, initially in darkness, across the Waimakariri, around the edge of Turkey Flat
and then making a beeline to the Anti Crow Hut.  We all wore shoes to keep our boots dry
for the snow, but we needn’t have bothered since the Waimakariri was (bizarrely) running
entirely below the shingle with not even a skerrick of surface water. 

We reached the hut after almost exactly and hour.  Chris, Josh and I changed into our
boots and left our shoes to pick up on the way back.  The others continued in shoes in the
foreknowledge that we had to cross the Anti Crow River, but the level was low enough that
it was not at all problematic. 

Eric had thought to ascend the northeast ridge of Mottram Peaks from the track west of
Anti Crow River.  But to some of us, the scrub on the lower ridge looked potentially very
unpleasant.  We could see a steep scree fan leading into a crevice in the nearly sheer
west bank of the Anti Crow and thought it might provide a means of climbing above the
worst of the scrub.  It turned out to be the case, but the route was pretty hairy, especially
near  the top where the rock was loose and chossy.  We tackled that  section in  small
groups with those below shifted well  over to the climbers left  and out of  the fall  line.  
Kayleigh, in the first group, identified a large orange boulder, perfectly placed as a hand-
hold, as being a particularly serious risk.  I stayed well way from it, but did manage to
dislodge with my foot another large (~18-inch diameter)  specimen, that went crashing,
maybe 150 m, down to the river bed leaving behind a lingering cordite-like smell.   (Eric
said that, one day, he is going to lead a trip with no life-threatening rock falls.) 

On the ridge we stopped in the sun to regather and scope out the best route ahead. 
Above us was a series of glaciated rocky bluffs interspersed with bands of beech forest
and scrub, leading up to a substantially larger and steeper skyline bluff decorated with
snow.   The rocks and the beech were easy to negotiate while the scrub, a mixture of
dracophyllum,  manuka  and  toatoa,  was  not  nearly  as  obstructive  as  I  think  we  had
expected.  

By 10.30 am we were just above 1300 m, on the edge of the snow and about 100 m below
the big bluff.   It was sunny and nearly calm so we paused for a drink and something to eat
while we still had dry tussock to sit on. 

A short climb through snow brought us to the base of the bluff.   Eric and Nick headed
straight up the guts.  Kayleigh and I took a more zig-zaggy route while Josh followed Nick
and Eric.  The other four took a longer course around to the climbers left.  
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While Nick, Eric and I waited for the others at the top of the bluff, Kayleigh headed on,
plugging steps in the snow up the final slope to the summit ridge. 

The  snow-white  ridge  to  the  summit  was  impressively  decorated  with  cornices  on  its
southeast side.  We stayed well away from them, on reasonably firm snow, still mostly in
sun but with a cold northerly breeze blowing from our right.  About midday, we put on our
crampons, mostly so we wouldn’t be surprised by icier conditions near the summit.  

Just after 12.30 pm we were gathered near the summit of the higher (1789 m) and more
easterly of the Mottram Peaks – not actually on the highest point since we couldn’t tell
were the cornice started.  It was too cold to eat lunch up there, so we headed down to the
north, scrambling down the steep snow slope for a 100 m before transitioning into a long
bum-slide of about 200 vertical metres. 

A bit after 1 pm, having cleared the snow and reached a pile of large, dry sitting rocks,
mostly out of the wind, we ate lunch. 

From our lunch spot, we descended a rather scruffy scree that turned into a narrow, dry
streambed with nice grippy rocks.  At about 1000 m, a rather substantial spring provided
flowing  water  and  the  rocks  became  slippery  (as  my  bruised  backside  is  currently
attesting).  It meant that our progress was slower and we didn’t emerge onto the shingle of
the Waimakariri, just downstream from Greenlaw Creek, until nearly 3 pm, just as the rain
was setting in. 

All  that  remained  was  the  long,  boring  trudge  back  down  the  Waimakariri  River  to
Klondyke Corner.  Most of the party took the direct route, down the middle of the shingle.  
But Chris, Josh and I had to pick up our shoes from Anti Crow Hut.    To make things a bit
more interesting, Chris and I took a short cut through a dense thicket of bog-pine just west
of Anti Crow River.   Josh sensibly bailed out after a few tens of metres and walked the
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longer, but (I’m sure) more comfortable,  route around the low roche moutonees at the
mouth of the Anti Crow. 

After regrouping at the hut, we struck out across the (still dry) Waimakariri bed, around the
north edge of Turkey Flat and into sight of the cars.  About ten minutes before we arrived,
Nick and Kayleigh’s car departed.  At 5.35 pm, 11 and a quarter hours after setting off, we
arrived to find Eric and Markus tucked in the back set of  Josh’s truck, away from the
ravenous sand flies. 

Back at the hut, we found that the water cylinder had been switched off -- but the others
had got the fire going to warm up the lounge and accelerate the replenishment of hot
shower water.  While we waited, what else was there to do but rehydrate with the beer that
we had brought  up  from Christchurch.  After  a  leisurely  evening in  the  warmth  of  the
potbelly stove, progressively warmed, showered and fed, we retired to our various rooms
for a solid night’s sleep. 

The next day we had intentions to do another (easier) trip further to the east and away
from the expected north-westerly wind.  In fact it was still remarkably calm at Arthurs Pass,
although with a light drizzle.  While packing up and cleaning, Josh, Markus and I decide
that we would just as rather go back to Christchurch for the day.  The others explored
Ghost Stream, which flows northwest from Castle Hill Peak.  Obviously, it didn’t take too
long because later in the afternoon I saw Nick and Kayleigh walking on Riccarton Road
(suspiciously close to the Volstead). 

Thanks  Eric  for  a  varied  and  interesting  plan  B  and  to  everyone  for  the  entertaining
company within the hut and also without.   

22.7 km and 1200 m total ascent over 11 hours 15 minutes.  Nine participants: Eric Skea
(leader), Nick Edwards, Kayleigh Gilkes, Noel Walker, Elizabeth Eadon, Chris McGimpsey,
Markus Milne, Josh Johnson and Bryce Williamson.

18-19 August 2018

Snow Caves, Igloos & Winter Tenting Course

On a beautiful sunny Saturday morning seventeen people loaded up ice axes, crampons,
helmets and tents and headed off into the snow to build igloos and snow caves. Although I
thought that there were nineteen, but the trip signup has seventeen names, so that’s what
I’m working with, 

We headed up to Broken River skifield, a bit past Porters Pass, and parked as far up the
hill as possible. No sense in carrying that heavy winter gear any further than necessary.
Before  long  we  reached  the  Ski  lodge  where  we  we  parted  with  $25  for  dinner  and
breakfast – that’s right, we weren’t going to be sitting in the snow in the freezing cold with
our gas burners, this was going to be luxury tramping. We loaded up our gear again and
continued up the mountain a bit further to a basin where some people had already dug
some snow caves. We stopped for a spot of lunch and then got stuck into building. 
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Bill showed us how to clear the loose snow until  we reach a firm base, and then start
cutting  blocks  of  snow.  While  that  was  happening,  other  were  marking  out  2  metre

diameter circles where the igloos
would  be  built.  When  the  snow
blocks  started  arriving  from  the
quarry  they  were  placed  in  the
circle, leaning in to each other so
that  each  block  is  supported  by
its neighbours. After a couple of
rows have been placed, the floor
is  dug  down  and  angled  under
the  walls,  so  the  floor  diameter
actually  increases  a  reasonable
distance  beyond  2  metres.
Unfortunately  Grant  and  Monika
missed the bit about two rows, so
the  walls  were  a  bit  high  when
they started digging out the floor.
That make it a bit harder to throw
the snow out over the walls, but
also makes it  impossible  for  the
people working inside to get out.
The entrance is a late addition to
the  construction,  and  involves
digging a trench outside the igloo,
and  then  tunnelling  under  the
walls.  You  then  crawl  along  the
trench,  under  the  walls,  and  up
into the igloo. It took a fair bit of
digging,  but  eventually  the  igloo
captives were released. The roof
was  closed  off  and  gaps  were
sealed, and we were ready to go.

Emma, Monika and I shared the igloo we built, but it’s quite a lot of work, and fortunately
we had assistance from Grant and Cècile, who were sleeping in an already built snow
cave, and Jonathan, who was pitching his tent in the remnants of our quarry. 

We ended up with four igloos, four tents, and I’m not sure how many of the snow caves
were used. I don’t think anybody dug a cave, and the existing ones were perfectly OK.
Barry ran a session on putting up tents in the snow, covering surface preparation, and
tying down the tent as soon as you get it out of the bag so that it doesn’t blow away in the
wind, burying pegs so they anchor in the snow. All good information, but I’m pretty sure
that the only people who ended up tenting were experienced snow tenters already, the rest
of us newbies were keen to sleep in the caves and igloos. 

The sun had dropped below the ridge just before we finished building, and it was starting
to get seriously cold. We finished the building as fast as we could, and started getting set
up to spend the night.  Emma, Monika, and I  spread a tarpaulin on the ground so we
wouldn’t be in direct contact with the snow, and then the bedrolls and sleeping mats went
on top. My mat suddenly deflated just at I’d finished inflating it, and it just wouldn’t hold air
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at all. That left me with just a thin foam mat to sleep on, which was looking a bit dire.
Fortunately we were heading down to the lodge for dinner,  so there an opportunity to
repair it  in warm conditions. Out on the snow wasn’t looking like it  was going to be a
successful  repair at all.  Emma put up fairy light in our igloo, and then we laid out the
bedding for the night. The packs were stored away in a spare snow cave; no room in the
igloo for big stuff like that. 

With accommodation sorted out, people started working their way down the mountain for
dinner. Luxury tramping it might be, but we were still out in the wilds and the lodge was a
good 20 – 30 minute walk. And not just a stroll, it was the full kit – Gaiters, crampons,
helmet, ice axe. Then in the lodge we had to remove the outdoor footwear to keep the
place clean inside. It was lovely to be out of the cold for a few hours. I set about repairing
my bed mat. Eventually I found a couple of big slashes, about 3 cm and 6 cm long. I set
about  repairing  them,  using  the  entire  repair  kit  that  came with  the  mat.  Lucky  there
weren’t any more cuts. I couldn’t work out what had happened, and eventually I realised
that the mat had been lying on my pack when I inflated it, and it must have moved across
the rough edge of the big tent pegs I had in the outside pouch. Lesson learned. 

Dinner was three courses, Soup, Spaghetti  Bolognese with vegetables and salad, and
sticky date pudding with ice cream. So much better than freeze-dried slop served while
sitting on snow. Eventually we had to leave, though, so it was out into the cold again, with
the full kit on, and using torches to find out way. It was a clear night with a half moon, and
there were lights on in one of the higher lodges, so it wasn’t too hard to find home. Monika
and I  were  straight  into  the sleeping bags to  get  warm,  but  Emma wandered around
outside taking photos. Eventually she came home and crawled into her bag, and we drifted
off to sleep. I’m told that I slept, because I snored from time to time, but I felt like I was
awake all night. Worst night’s sleep ever, but it was my sore hips and knee that were the
cause. I just couldn’t get comfortable, but I was warm in the sleeping bag. 

When we got up in the morning, another beautiful sunny day was starting. The igloo hadn’t
dripped on us, and everything was still relatively dry. We had to pack up our gear quickly
and get down to the lodge for breakfast. There had been a plan to climb Hamilton peak in
the morning, but that would have meant going down to breakfast, climbing back to the
camp and then up Hamilton Peak, and then packing up the camp and walking down to the
cars. It’s fair to say that there there was little enthusiasm for that. Once breakfast was over,
a plan was formed to go up Helicopter Hill, which is on the way home. We divided into two
groups,  one going  up the  hill,  and the  other  going  straight  home and having  a  quiet
Sunday afternoon. I know the walkers made it to the top because I saw it on Facebook, but
I was keen to get home and catch up on some sleep. It was a great weekend, and I never
thought that I would ever sleep in an igloo. However as I’ve said many time, I consider a
tent to be an emergency shelter, and as here was a perfectly good igloo available, I failed
to see the emergency. I do wish that I hadn’t had to haul three kilos of tent up the mountain
just in case the igloo didn’t work out. 

Post Scriptum: I didn’t take too many photos, because the camera is almost impossible to
use while wearing snow goggles, and removing the snow goggles is difficult and causes
them to fog up even worse than they do if  you leave them alone.  Not  wearing snow
goggles is just not an option. So unfortunately most of this igloo building was done through
a bit of a fog, much like having cataracts. 

The  participants  were  Barry  Watson  (Trip  leader  and  tenting  instructor),  Bill  Johnson
(Snow cave and Igloo instructor), Allan McInnes, Allen Lim, Cécile Bourguignon, Emma
Rogers, Gokul Vichur, Grant Barrie, Jason Baker, Jonathan Carr, Mark Beharrell, Martin
Ellis, Monika Bratownik, Natasha Sydorenko, Stuart Gordon, Tae Park, and John Kerkhofs
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(scribe and photographer). 

  

Classifieds
For  Sale: Club  member  David  Henson  has  some packs  and  sleeping  bags  for  sale:
Macpac Pursuit, 55 litres capacity, suitable for a weekend trip. Macpac Ravine, 70 litres
capacity suitable for a week’s trip or longer. Sleeping Bags: Fairydown Everest - the model
that Sir Ed used on his Everest climb. One is a "mummy" and the other has a full zip (can
be opened to use as a quilt). Both are a bit bulkier and heavier than a modern sleeping
bag but make an ideal winter base camp bag. David will wash both bags using a suitable
method for sleeping bags before sale. All items are in fair to good condition. Suggested
price for all items is $75 each, David’s phone number is 03 9423954. He’ll bring the items
to club night on 24 October. 
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Taking a break while climbing Purple Hill, on Barry's Lake Pearson/Moana Rua trip. Photo:
Emma Rogers



More about the CTC

CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We recommend you start with Karen Tait, 027 545 7404, or Jonathan Carr, 022 034 4608.
Then try the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact can be made then the
Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on  www.ctc.org.nz.  Members
(particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved ones so they
are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125

Vice President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Secretary:
Natasha 
Sydorenko

0223140684

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425

New Members 
Rep:

Joshua Johnson 0278865868

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

Kay Taylor 03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Editor: Eric Skea 021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 October 2018 – Thanks.
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